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Abell et al. 2008
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The Freshwater Ecoregion of the World (FEOW) dataset by  World Wildlife Fund (WWF) and The Nature 
Conservancy (TNC) contains vector data on the biogeographic regionalization of Earth's freshwater 
biodiversity based on regional expert knowledge. Biodiversity and threat data were used to distinguish a 
total of 426 freshwater ecoregions globally which were classified into 13 major habitat types. HydroATLAS 
uses a slightly updated version with some revised major habitat assignments; this version also includes 
some additional oceanic islands (which do not represent individual ecoregions and are flagged by ID 
numbers above 900) bringing the total number of classes to 448.
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